1914                         CHAPTER XVH
MONS AND MARNE
THE world will hardly contain the volumes which have been written about the Great War, and the story is still unfinished. Here it can only be dealt with in simple outline with a certain emphasis on the parts which specially concern our own country.
On August 2, 1914, the Germans occupied Luxembourg and directed their march on Belgium, thereby, as related in the previous chapter, adding Great Britain to the number of their enemies. In the next three weeks they occupied a large part of Belgium and entered Brussels on the 20th. The Belgians made a gallant resistance, which had great value in giving time for the transport of the British Expeditionary Force to France, but they were .finally powerless against the big guns and greater numbers of the Germans, and were driven back into the fortress of Antwerp.
By August 20 five out of the six divisions of the British Expeditionary Force had been conveyed to France without the loss of a man or mishap to any ship. It was an extraordinary feat, only rendered possible by the elaborate forethought and preparation provided under the great scheme of army organization carried through by Lord Haldane seven years earlier. The British army was stationed to the left of the French, which was deployed along the River Sambre with its right flank on the Meuse above Namur, and the general hope and expectation was that it would advance with the French into Belgium to repel the German attack. It did advance to Mons which it reached on August 22, but then all manner of things happened which neither side had foreseen.
The Retreat from Mons
The French had underestimated the German strength and wasted a good deal of their own strength by an attack in Alsace
169d if it wore forestalled by rapid action on their part. It is improbable that a&y action by a Power which stood outside these military schemes would have affected the course of events. The drift to war had been checked a dozen times in the previous twenty years, but on each occasion it had become a little less probable that the peace would be saved, and finally it gained volume           t
